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A Tradit ion 

of Car ing 

June is Children’s Awareness Month 
By Anne-Lise Vray, Juvenile Justice Fellow 

J une is Children’s Awareness 
Month. One would typically 

think of a child as a 10-year-old 
in the prime of his/her life, hap-
pily going to school, swinging 
on the playground with friends, 
helping parents around the 
house, growing and learning 
more every day. Unfortunately, 
for many American children this 
is not the reality. In 22 states 
and the District of Columbia, 
children as young as 7 can be 
prosecuted as adults. In fact, 
fourteen states have no mini-
mum age for trying children as 
adults. Some states set the 
minimum age at 10, 12, or 13, 
which is still way too young. As 
the U.S. Supreme Court has 
found 5 times in the past dec-
ade, children are not the same 
as adults, and Courts need to 
ensure they are considering the 

age, maturity, and brain de-
velopment before issuing 
adult punishments. 
 
Children’s Awareness Month 
is a great occasion to re-
member these too often for-
gotten children, and to act on 
their behalves* in order to 
end the harmful practice of 
trying, sentencing and incar-
cerating youth as adults. In-
stead, we should invest in 
age-appropriate approaches 
that work and tend to the un-
derlying trauma that so many 
of these youth are exposed 
to before they ever come in 
contact with the law. This 
failed policy of treating chil-
dren like adults is contradict-
ed by neuroscience leads to 
poor outcomes for public 
safety, since youth prosecut-

ed as adults are 34% more 
likely to recidivate than those 
handled by the juvenile justice 
system. 
 
All children deserve to be chil-
dren, and provided the oppor-
tunity to correct bad decisions 
and afforded second chances. 
 
(*Yes, “behalves” is a grammati-
cally correct plural form for 
“behalf”. Though it’s not an in-
credibly common word, as most 
people just use the singular 
“behalf” for large groups anyway, 
“behalves” is a correct word to 
use to talk about the plural of 
“behalf”. It’s a very old-fashioned 
term.) 
 
Resource: 
Campaign For Youth Justice 

Children’s Awareness Month 
submitted by George T. Ghosen, Editor 

J une is a special month that 
focuses on a generation of 

leaders who will pave the way 
for our future. Did you know 
that the word ‘June’ relates to 
‘children?’ It is derived from 
the Latin word ‘Ju-Ven-Is’ 
which translates to ‘youth.’ 
This is why the month of June 
is annually set aside to cele-
brate and focus on children. 

History of Children's 
Awareness Month 
Children reflect our greatest 
hope as a nation, and child-
hood is a critical time for all. 
It is the stage in our lives that 
would set the course for our 
overall social, emotional, and 
physical health as well as 
economic circumstances. In 
fact, young children at the 

beginning of their learning 
stage, who receive a high-
quality education, see tremen-
dous dividends for the rest of 
their lives. This includes higher 
academic performance in later 
stages, increased chances of 
attending college, higher life-
time earnings, and reduced 
likelihood of being involved in 
crimes. 

http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/news/blog/item/june-is-children-s-awareness-month
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Children’s Awareness Month was 
initially founded in the loving 
memory of all the children who have 
died violent deaths in America. It 
has evolved into something bigger. 
Children’s Awareness Month has 
become a time to spend nurturing 
and cultivating the joys and treas-
ures of childhood. This month aims 
to encourage, support, and educate 
children while prioritizing their 
health and well-being. 
 
Every child deserves to be valued 
and cherished. As parents and well-
wishers, we have no greater re-
sponsibility than to instill the hope of 
a better tomorrow for our younger 
generation. On this Children Aware-
ness Month, let us unite and take a 
stand to promise that we will work 
with our children to instill a spirit of 
confidence, pride, and self-esteem 
in them. Always remember that eve-
ry child deserves a chance to suc-
ceed. 
 
Children's Awareness Month 
FAQs 
What is self-awareness in a child? 
Self-awareness in children is con-
sidered a thinking skill. It is their 
ability to judge their own perfor-
mance and behavior correctly and 
tune their feelings. 
Can you give a future to a kid? 
Yes, by contributing and working 
towards the welfare of children in 
need, you are potentially paving the 
way to a brighter future for these 
kids. 
Is empowering kids to participate in 
speech and debate good for col-
lege? 
Speech and debate skills can help 
with several aspects of transitioning 
to college, including getting admis-
sion. Debate participation promotes 
problem-solving and innovative 
thinking skills. 
 
5 Facts About Young Children 
Everybody Needs To Know 

(Continued from page 1) 
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MOVING/CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS? 

 

If you are planning on 
moving or changing your 
address, please contact 
NACS so we may update 
our mailing list. Send an 
email to Newsletter Edi-
tor: 
gghosen@nacswny.org 

1. Children and domestic violence 
About 15.5 million U.S. children 
have witnessed domestic vio-
lence. 

2. Poverty is the culprit 
Globally, children are more likely 
to end up in orphanages because 
of poverty than parent loss. 

3. Empowering children is crucial 
Child empowerment has been 
proven to spark creativity and 
make kids healthier. 

4. Abuse and neglect 
In 2019, an estimated 1,840 chil-
dren died as a result of abuse 
and neglect 

5. Orphanages and developmental 
delays 
Children who stay in orphanages 
for a longer period may experi-
ence social developmental de-
lays. 

 
Why Children's Awareness 
Month is Important 
A. Empowering children is noble 

Empowering children to be aware 
and grow to greater heights 
boosts their confidence and self-
esteem, and makes them happy 
and comfortable. Child empower-
ment is a worthy and ethical 
cause. 

B. It fosters better learners 
Children’s Awareness Month is a 
positive holiday that helps chil-
dren understand that they are 
powerful creators in their own 
world. It also boosts their learning 
skills and makes them effective 
learners. 

C. Psychological development is 
important 
Psychological development is as 
important as physical and mental 
development. It forms a crucial 
basis for decision making, form-
ing ideologies, and enhancing 
personal abilities. 

 
Resources: 
National Today 
Holiday Smart 

https://nationaltoday.com/childrens-awareness-month/
https://www.holidaysmart.com/holidays/monthly/june/childrens-awareness-month
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New York City (15 April 
2024) - The Indigenous Justice 
Circle (IJC) - a nonprofit led by 
enrolled Cherokee Nation citi-
zen, Dr. Kelly Hallman (she/
her) —  co-hosted an event 
titled “Indigenous Girls’ Move-
ments: Strengthening Indige-
nous Systems & Self-
Determination” on the side-
lines of the 2024 United Na-
tions Permanent Forum on In-
digenous Issues (UNPFII). The 
event was a collaboration be-
tween IJC and the Population 
Council’s GIRL Center, high-
lighting the work of the organi-
zations’ projects Indigenous 
Adolescent Girls’ Empower-
ment Network (IMAGEN) and 
Abriendo Oportunidades re-
spectively. 
 
Co-Presenter Kashmir Bowser 
(Upper Cayuga Turtle Clan, 
she/her), is the Niagara Coun-
ty Clubhouse Manager at Na-
tive American Community Ser-
vices (NACS). NACS is one of 
IJC’s partners, working togeth-
er to establish and run Native 
Girl Societies across Indian 

Country. Bowser started by 
talking about Haudeno-
saunee cosmology and the 
matrilineal and matrifocal 
structure they had before col-
onization. 

Her presentation touched on 
the impact of residential 
schools and the intentional 
targeting of Native girls to 
weaken their traditional roles 
in their culture. “Our commu-
nities are still dealing with 
and healing from the trauma 
of residential schools,” Bow-
ser said. Through the NACS 
Girl Society, they offer girls 
“a safe space to explore 

what it means to be Haudeno-
saunee and to build communi-
ty with each other. In this 
space, we are helping these 
girls to be proud.” 
 
The Indigenous Justice Circle 
proudly funds our clubhouse to 
kickstart our new Girl’s Society 
for Clubhouse. Our new girl's 
society is called RAAP – Ris-
ing Above and Achieving Our 
Potential. The IJC invited 
Kashmir to speak on a panel 
where she discussed matriline-
al society and their importance 
on young native women. 
 
The video of Kashmir’s 
presentation can be found on 
the Population Council 
YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=V2EnlLkMWJk 
and her presentation begins 
around 34:45. 
 
You can read the full article 
here: Indigenous Justice Circle 

Kashmir Bowser - Strengthening the Rising Generation 
of Indigenous Girls and 2SLGBTQ+ People 

submitted by Hillary Beaudouin, Youth Clubhouse Manager - Erie County 

Kashmir Bowser shares the legacy of 
intergenerational matrilineal practices. 
(Photo courtesy of Howard Jay) 

LGBTQ+ Pride Month 
submitted by George T. Ghosen, Editor 

P ride Month is an annual 
celebration of the many 

contributions made by the 
LGBTQ+ community to history, 
society and cultures world-
wide. In most places, Pride is 
celebrated throughout the 
month of June each year in 
commemoration of its roots in 
the Stonewall Riots of June 
1969. However, in some areas 
- especially in the Southern 
Hemisphere - pride events oc-
cur at other times of the year. 

Origins of Pride Month 
The roots of the gay rights 
movement go back to the 
early 1900s, when a handful 
of individuals in North Ameri-
ca and Europe created gay 
and lesbian organizations 
such as the the Society for 
Human Rights, founded by 
Henry Gerber in Chicago in 
the 1920s. 
 
Following World War II, a 
small number of groups like 

the Mattachine Society and 
the Daughters of Bilitis pub-
lished gay- and lesbian-
positive newsletters and grew 
more vocal in demanding 
recognition for, and protesting 
discrimination against, gays 
and lesbians. In 1966, for ex-
ample, members of the Mat-
tachine Society held a “sip-in” 
protest at Julius, a bar in New 
York City, where they de-
manded drinks after announc-

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.nacswny.org/
http://www.nacswny.org/
http://www.nacswny.org/
https://www.indigenousjc.org/girl-societies
https://www.indigenousjc.org/girl-societies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2EnlLkMWJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2EnlLkMWJk
https://www.indigenousjc.org/news/strengthening-the-rising-generation-of-indigenous-girls-and-2slgbtq-people-indigenous-justice-circle-and-the-population-council-come-together-to-share-their-work-supporting-indigenous-youth
https://www.history.com/news/gay-rights-sip-in-julius-bar
https://www.history.com/news/gay-rights-sip-in-julius-bar
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ing that they were gay, in viola-
tion of local laws against serv-
ing alcohol to gays and lesbi-
ans. 
Despite some progress in the 
postwar era, basic civil rights 
were largely denied to gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people - until one 
night in June, 1969, when the 
gay rights movement took a 
furious step forward with a se-
ries of violent riots in New York 
City. 
 
Stonewall Riots 
As was common practice in 
many cities, the New York Po-
lice Department would occa-
sionally raid bars and restau-
rants where gays and lesbians 
were known to gather. This oc-
curred on June 28, 1969, when 
the NYPD raided the Stonewall 
Inn, a bar in the Greenwich Vil-
lage neighborhood of Manhat-
tan. 
 
Watch: How The Stonewall Ri-
ots Sparked A Movement 
 
When the police aggressively 
dragged patrons and employ-
ees out of the bar, several 
people fought back against the 
NYPD, and a growing crowd of 
angry locals gathered in the 
streets. The confrontations 
quickly escalated and sparked 
six days of protests and violent 
clashes with the NYPD outside 
the Stonewall Inn on Christo-
pher Street and throughout the 
neighborhood. 
 
By the time the Stonewall Ri-
ots ended on July 2, 1969, the 
gay rights movement went 
from being a fringe issue large-
ly ignored by politicians and 
the media to front-page news 
worldwide. 
 

(Continued from page 3) events have spread from large 
cities to smaller towns and vil-
lages worldwide - even in plac-
es where repression and vio-
lence against gays and lesbi-
ans are commonplace. The 
atmosphere at these events 
can range from raucous, carni-
valesque celebrations to stri-
dent political protest to solemn 
memorials for those lost to 
AIDS or homophobic violence. 
 
In June 2000, President Bill 
Clinton officially designated 
June as Gay and Lesbian 
Pride Month, in recognition of 
the Stonewall Riots and gay 
activism throughout the years. 
A more-inclusive name was 
chosen in 2009 by President 
Barack Obama: Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
Pride Month. 
 
The origins of Gay Pride 
Month were also honored by 
Obama when, in 2016, he cre-
ated the Stonewall National 
Monument, a 7.7-acre around 
the Stonewall Inn where the 
modern gay rights movement 
began. 
 
What Does LGBTQ+ Stand 
For? 
According to the Human 
Rights Campaign, LGBTQ+ is 
an acronym that stands for 
"lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (or 
"questioning"), with a "+" sign 
to recognize limitless sexual 
orientations and gender identi-
ties. 
 
Pride Celebrations Around 
the World 
Today, Gay Pride parades in 
many cities are enormous cel-
ebrations: The events in Sao 
Paulo, Sydney, New York City, 

(Continued on page 5) 

First Gay Pride Parade 
One year later, during the 
anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots, activists in New York 
City marched through the 
streets of Manhattan in com-
memoration of the uprising. 
The march, organized by the 
Eastern Regional Confer-
ence of Homophile Organiza-
tions (ERCHO) and the 
Christopher Street Liberation 
Day Umbrella Committee, 
was named the Christopher 
Street Liberation Day March. 
 
In time, that celebration 
came to be simply known as 
the Gay Pride Parade. Ac-
cording to activist Craig 
Schoonmaker, “I authored 
the word ‘pride’ for gay pride 
… [my] first thought was 
‘Gay Power.’ I didn’t like that, 
so proposed gay pride. 
There’s very little chance for 
people in the world to have 
power. People did not have 
power then; even now, we 
only have some. But anyone 
can have pride in them-
selves, and that would make 
them happier as people, and 
produce the movement likely 
to produce change.” 
 
The march, which took place 
on June 28, 1970, is now 
considered the country’s first 
gay pride parade. By all ac-
counts, the New York City 
event was a stunning suc-
cess, with an estimated 
3,000 to 5,000 participants in 
the march, which stretched 
51 blocks from Greenwich 
Village to Central Park. 
Marches and parades also 
took place that June in Chi-
cago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 
 
Gay Pride Month 
Over the years, gay pride 

https://www.history.com/news/stonewall-riots-timeline
https://www.history.com/news/stonewall-riots-timeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9wdMJmuBlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9wdMJmuBlA
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/the-stonewall-riots
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/the-stonewall-riots
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/history-of-gay-rights#the-early-gay-rights-movement
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2016/06/24/president-obama-designates-stonewall-national-monument
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2016/06/24/president-obama-designates-stonewall-national-monument
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Madrid, Taipei and Toronto 
routinely attract up to 5 million 
attendees. 
 
The following U.S. Pride 
events are planned for 2024: 
 Washington, D.C. - June 8 

(Parade), June 9 (Festival). 
Theme: “Totally Radical” 

 Los Angeles - June 8 
(Festival) - June 9 (Parade). 
Theme: “Power in Pride” 

 NYC Pride March - June 25. 
Theme: "Reflect. Empower. 
Unite" 

 Chicago - June 30 (Parade), 
June 22-23 (Pride Fest). 

(Continued from page 4) Theme: “Pride is Power” 
 San Francisco: June 29-

30 (Parade). Theme: 
“Beacon of Love” 

 
As Pride Month has grown in 
popularity across the globe, 
criticism of the events has 
grown, too. Some early or-
ganizers now decry the com-
mercial influence and corpo-
rate nature of Pride parades 
- especially when those cor-
porations make donations to 
politicians who vote against 
gay, lesbian and transgender 
rights. 
 

Gay Pride events are nonethe-
less seen as vital protests 
against repression and isola-
tion in places such as Serbia, 
Turkey and Russia, where 
Pride parades have been met 
with antigay violence. Even in 
the United States, a rise in 
bloodshed, killings and threats 
at Pride and other gay events 
and gatherings highlights the 
oppression the LGBTQ+ com-
munity still faces. 
 
Resources: 
History.com 

Rediscovering Our Onkwehón:we Traditions 
submitted by Colleen Casali – Community and Cultural Services Director  

W e are proud to announce one of NACS’ new community programs. Re-
discovering Our Onkwehón:we Traditions or ROOTs, as we like to call 

it, is a program funded through the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices – Administration for Children and Families - Administration for Native 
Americans.  
 

ROOTs is a three-year grant that will include several cultural opportunities 
for community members to attend. There will be arts and cooking classes, 
cultural speaker events, youth, and elder interaction events, singing and 
dancing classes, and community socials. These events will showcase the 
talents of local community members as instructors, speakers. and facilita-
tors. 
 

We will also be conducting a community needs survey which will allow the Native American community 
living within our services areas to make their views and ideas matter. 
 

Our service areas include 17 counties in New York State. Our primary focus areas for this grant will be 
Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Rochester, and Syracuse. Since NACS is fairly new to the Rochester and Syra-
cuse areas, we will be looking to community members to help find appropriate locations to hold some of 
these events. 
 

We are extremely excited to offer these events and planning is underway. We have actually held our first 
arts and cooking module in Buffalo and Niagara Falls. It was titled White Corn Teachings. Community 
members learned how to remove dried corn from the cob, ash it, dry it, grind it, make corn bread, make 
mush and how to pressure can the ashed corn. 
 

The ROOTs team consists of Colleen Casali – Community and Cultural Services Director, Arriana Smith 
– ROOTs Project Specialist, and Dakota Jonathan – ROOTs Project Specialist. We also have a dedicat-
ed volunteer named Brenda LaForme who works through a program called Senior Supportive Services. 
 

If you would like more information about the ROOTs Project, have questions or want to suggest locations 
for events, please feel free to call us at 716-874-2797 x 334 or email Colleen at cacasali@nacswny.org, 
Arriana at asmith@nacswny.org, or Dakota at djonathan@nacswny.org. 
 

If you have Facebook, check out https://www.facebook.com/NACSWorkforceDevo/ to find flyers for 
upcoming events in your area. 

https://www.capitalpride.org/
https://lapride.org/pride-2024/
https://www.nycpride.org/news-press-media/nyc-pride-unveils-2024-theme-reflect-empower-unite
https://www.nycpride.org/news-press-media/nyc-pride-unveils-2024-theme-reflect-empower-unite
https://pridechicago.org/
https://sfpride.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/pride-month
mailto:cacasali@nacswny.org
mailto:asmith@nacswny.org
mailto:djonathan@nacswny.org
https://www.facebook.com/NACSWorkforceDevo/
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Continued on page 20 
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Continued from page 19 
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Continued on page 21 
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Continued from page 20 
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Job Posting 
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Job Posting 



YES, I’D LIKE TO HELP NACS CONTINUE ITS TRADITION OF CARING!! 

 

Please accept my contribution of:              
 $5      $10      $25     $50      Name 
 $100  Other:    

              
I’d like to volunteer my time.  I can…     Address 
        
                  
          City / State / Zip Code 
        
                  
          Phone 
           Please add me to your mailing list! 
Please detach and return to: 
Native American Community Services of Erie & Niagara Counties, Inc. 
1005 Grant Street, Buffalo, New York 14207 

FUNDED BY: Erie County Department of Social Services; Erie County Youth Bureau; New York State Office of Children & 
Family Services; New York State Office of Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Services; Community Foundation for Greater Buffa-
lo; Niagara County Department of Social Services, Niagara County Office of the Aging; US Department of Labor; Administra-
tion for Native Americans (ANA); Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation; The Oishei Foundation; Erie County Department of Mental 
Health; NYS Research Foundation for Mental Health; NYS Medicaid Program 29-I; Western New York Foundation; New York 
State Department of Health/AIDS Institute, as well as businesses, foundations and caring individuals. 

P lease share this newsletter with family, friends and 
co-workers. If you know of anyone who would like 

to receive NACS News monthly by email, please have 
them send their first and last name and current email 
address to: 

gghosen@nacswny.org 
 

You can also look for our newsletter on our website: 
http://www.nacswny.org/news_and_events.html 

mailto:gghosen@nacswny.org
http://www.nacswny.org/news_and_events.html

