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A Tradit ion 

of Car ing 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Peoples 
submitted by George T. Ghosen, Editor 

“The Missing and Murdered In-
digenous Peoples crisis is cen-
turies in the making and will 
take a focused effort and time 
to unravel the many threads 
that contribute to the alarming 
rates of these cases. But I be-
lieve we are at an inflection 
point. We have a President and 
a government that is prioritizing 
this. And we can’t turn back." 
--U.S. Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland 
 

A t the Department of the In-
terior, we believe that eve-

ryone deserves to feel safe in 
their communities, but Ameri-
can Indian and Alaska Native 
people are at a disproportion-
ate risk of experiencing vio-
lence, murder, or going miss-
ing. For too long, the crisis has 
been overlooked and under-
funded.  
 
Secretary Deb Haaland led the 
effort to pass the Not Invisible 
Act and co-led the passage of 
Savanna’s Act during her time 
in Congress. Together, these 
proposals take steps to ad-
dress the missing and mur-
dered Indigenous peoples epi-
demic by identifying gaps in 
information sharing and data 
collection and empowering In-
terior to draw on the experi-
ence and expertise of those on 

the frontlines of this crisis. 
 
Under Secretary Haaland’s 
leadership, Interior is com-
mitted to working with Tribal 
governments, law enforce-
ment agencies, survivors, 
families of the missing, and 
all communities impacted to 
coordinate interagency col-
laboration to address this cri-
sis. 
 
Within the first 100 days of 
the Biden-Harris administra-
tion, Secretary Haaland cre-
ated a new Missing and Mur-
dered Unit within the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs Office of 
Justice Services (BIA-OJS) 
to pursue justice for missing 
or murdered American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives. The 
unit is providing leadership 
and direction for cross-
departmental and interagen-
cy work involving missing 
and murdered American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives. 
 
We are putting the full weight 
of the federal government 
into investigating these cas-
es and marshalling law en-
forcement resources across 
federal agencies and 
throughout Indian country. 
We have also expanded col-
laborative efforts with other 

agencies, such as working to 
enhance the DOJ’s National 
Missing and Unidentified Per-
sons System and developing 
strategic partnerships with ad-
ditional stakeholders such as 
the FBI’s Behavioral Analysis 
Units, the FBI Forensic Labor-
atory, the U.S. Marshals Miss-
ing Child Unit, and the Nation-
al Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. 
 
Secretary Haaland is also im-
plementing the Not Invisible 
Act. Together with the Depart-
ment of Justice, we have es-
tablished a Joint Commission 
on reducing violent crime 
against American Indians and 
Alaska Natives, which will be 
composed of at least 27 feder-
al and non-federal members 
who represent diverse experi-
ences, backgrounds, and ge-
ography, and who are able to 
provide balanced points of 
view with regard to the duties 
of the Commission. The Com-
mission will hold hearings, 
take testimony, and receive 
evidence in order to develop 
recommendations for the fed-
eral government to combat vi-
olent crime against Indians 
and within Indian lands. 
 
We are committed to providing 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/as-ia/ofpsm/BILLS-116s227es.pdf
https://www.bia.gov/bia/ojs/missing-murdered-unit
https://www.bia.gov/bia/ojs/missing-murdered-unit
https://www.doi.gov/priorities/strengthening-indian-country/not-invisible-act-commission
https://www.doi.gov/priorities/strengthening-indian-country/not-invisible-act-commission
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the leadership needed to hold per-
petrators accountable, keep Ameri-
can Indian and Alaska Native com-
munities safe and provide closure 
for families. 
**See also Victim Assistance 
 
‘A Crisis Ignored’: Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women 
By Andrea Cipriano, The Crime Re-
port, May 5, 2022 
When 18-year-old Kaysera Stops 
Pretty Places, of the Crow, Northern 
Cheyenne, Mandan, Hidatsa, and 
Arikara Nations, disappeared after 
filming a tense situation between 
her 15-year-old brother and law en-
forcement in 2019, her friends and 
family immediately knew something 
was wrong. 
 
The social media-savvy teen was 
always communicative, and was 
looking forward to a family trip to 
North Dakota to visit relatives - so 
when she wasn’t seen from or 
heard from by her family after Au-
gust 24, 2019, her silence was 
deafening. 
 
Several days after she was reported 
missing, Kaysera’s remains were 
found locally by a jogger - but her 
family wasn’t notified that a body 
matching Kaysera’s description was 
discovered until September 11, 
2019. By that time, the County Cor-
oner had already independently 
identified that this was Kaysera, and 
said that Kaysera’s remains had to 
be cremated in order to be returned 
to the family. 
 
The exact circumstances surround-
ing her disappearance and the sus-
picious death investigation remain 
ongoing, but experts note that 
“asphyxia through strangulation by 
assault” has not been ruled out. 
 
Unfortunately, Kaysera’s story and 

(Continued from page 1) 
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untimely death as a Native woman 
could be one of thousands — but 
the data and tracking of missing 
and murdered indigenous peoples 
(MMIP) cases is so scarce, the real 
number of MMIP cases is nearly 
impossible to estimate. 
 
“There are so many missing and 
murdered Indigenous women it has 
its own acronym: MMIW,” the USA 
Today notes, highlighting that 
Thursday May 5th, is a day for 
awareness about the “crisis ig-
nored.” 
 
Yet, while the real number of cases 
is nearly impossible to estimate, the 
statistics that are available are stag-
gering. 
 
Looking at the Numbers 
The FBI’s National Crime Infor-
mation Center reported 5,203 miss-
ing Indigenous girls and women in 
2021 - disappearing at a rate equal 
to more than two and a half times 
their estimated share of the U.S. 
population. Indigenous women are 
also two times more likely to be vic-
tims of rape compared to white 
women. 
 
Alarmingly, the Centers for Disease 
Control notes that murder is the 3rd 
leading cause of death for Indige-
nous women - often perpetrated by 
non-native people. 
 
More than half of Indigenous wom-
en experience sexual violence (56.1 
percent), and more than half have 
also been physically abused by 
their intimate partners (55.5 per-
cent), the Native Women’s Wilder-
ness Organization details. 
 
Cheryl Horn, a resident of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Reservation in Mon-
tana, spoke with USA Today report-
ers about the lessons her grand-

(Continued on page 3) 

https://www.bia.gov/bia/ojs/victim-assistance
https://www.montanarightnow.com/montana_murder_mysteries/the-mysterious-death-of-kaysera-stops-pretty-places-part-2/article_6acb65fc-5164-11ec-a964-230fded50843.html
https://www.montanarightnow.com/montana_murder_mysteries/the-mysterious-death-of-kaysera-stops-pretty-places-part-2/article_6acb65fc-5164-11ec-a964-230fded50843.html
https://www.usatoday.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usatoday.com%2Fin-depth%2Fnews%2F2022%2F05%2F04%2Fmissing-murdered-indigenous-women-awareness%2F7203682001%2F
https://www.usatoday.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usatoday.com%2Fin-depth%2Fnews%2F2022%2F05%2F04%2Fmissing-murdered-indigenous-women-awareness%2F7203682001%2F
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daughter and friends had ab-
sorbed by an early age, inter-
nalizing the notion that at any 
moment, they could be in dan-
ger. 
 
“She sells keychains with whis-
tles and pepper spray for self-
defense,” Horn told USA To-
day. “She and her 11-year-old 
friends took those keychains 
when they went to a Walmart 
in Billings.” 
 

Horn concluded: “They’re very, 
very aware of the dangers that 
face them.” 
 
Making Space, and Making 
Change 
With growing awareness of the 
MMIP crisis, native and non-
native organizations are doing 
the work to help center indige-
nous voices, and combat the 
missing and murdered indige-
nous peoples crisis. 
 
Kristin Welch of the Waking 
Women’s Healing Institute, an 
MMIW survivor-led organiza-
tion, recently spoke with Un-
covered, a software platform 
that combines data, analytics, 
and crowdsourced information 
to help solve the cold cases of 
murdered or missing people. 
 
While on the panel with Uncov-
ered, Welch shared that in her 
experience, “There’s not one 
Indigenous woman, girl, that I 
know or have in my life that 
has not been touched by some 
sort of violence or sexual vio-
lence - and that’s intergenera-
tionally.” 
 
Also on the panel was Mari-
anne Flynn Statz, former law 
enforcement and an expert in 
No Body Homicide and Sensi-

(Continued from page 2) tive Crimes Investigations, 
who shared that “missing 
persons continue to be a 
black hole.” 
 
The lack of data and lack of 
awareness Statz noted to be 
incredibly troubling and con-
tributing to this darkness. 
 
Starla Thompson, an Indig-
enous educator, scholar, and 
advocate shared with Uncov-
ered that colonial trauma, 
prejudicial law enforcement 
agencies, and the media 
have all shifted the spotlight 
away from this crisis for dec-
ades. 
 
She says it’s time we shift 
the spotlight back. 
 
Thompson knows the gut-
wrenching statistics by heart, 
emphasizing that Indigenous 
women, girls, and two-spirit 
individuals need their stories 
ethically shared in the media 
to bring awareness to this 
ongoing crisis. 
 
“We’re really seeing that trib-
al communities are breeding 
grounds for predators,” 
Thompson shared with Un-
covered. “This is part of the 
problem.” 
 
Indigenous advocates and 
non-native allies alike are 
grateful that policy is making 
a change. 
 
In 2020, Savanna’s Act was 
passed, requiring the Depart-
ment of Justice to review, 
revise and develop policies 
and protocols to address 
MMIP cases. 
 
Moreover, last year in 2021, 
Secretary of the Interior Deb 
Halland (Laguna Pueblo) an-

nounced the formation of the 
Missing and Murdered Unit 
that will focus on analyzing 
and solving MMIP cases. 
 
Thompson concludes: “It’s go-
ing to take a lot of work for the 
system to change, but individ-
ually…we can make change - 
now and today.” 
 
Additional Reading: ‘Don’t Let 
Our People Die in Silence’: In-
digenous Crime Victims Still 
Uncounted 
 
Red Dress Day 
Red Dress Day, also known as 
the National Day of Awareness 
for Missing and Murdered In-
digenous Women and Girls 
and Two-Spirit People, is ob-
served on May 5th. The day 
honours and brings awareness 
to the thousands of Indigenous 
women, girls and two-spirit 
people who have been subject 
to disproportionate violence in 
Canada. Red Dress Day was 
inspired by Métis artist Jaime 
Black’s REDress Project in-
stallation, in which she hung 
empty, red dresses to repre-
sent the missing and murdered 
women. Red dresses have be-
come symbolic of the crisis as 
a result of her installation. 

 
Inspired by Jaime Black’s RE-
Dress Project, Red Dress Day 
was first commemorated in 
2010. The day is used to pay 
respect to the victims, raise 
awareness of the crisis and 
call on governments to take 
action to address the racial-
ized and gendered violence 
inflicted on Indigenous peoples 
in Canada. Commemorations 
vary from community to com-
munity, but generally observ-

(Continued on page 4) 

https://www.wakingwomenhealingint.org/
https://www.wakingwomenhealingint.org/
https://uncovered.com/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people/
https://uncovered.com/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people/
https://thecrimereport.org/2021/08/25/dont-let-our-people-die-in-silence-indigenous-crime-victims-still-uncounted/
https://thecrimereport.org/2021/08/25/dont-let-our-people-die-in-silence-indigenous-crime-victims-still-uncounted/
https://thecrimereport.org/2021/08/25/dont-let-our-people-die-in-silence-indigenous-crime-victims-still-uncounted/
https://thecrimereport.org/2021/08/25/dont-let-our-people-die-in-silence-indigenous-crime-victims-still-uncounted/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-and-girls-in-canada
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-and-girls-in-canada
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/two-spirit
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/metis
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ers wear red and hang red 
dresses from trees, statues 
and doors. In some communi-
ties, marches, processions and 
vigils are held. While Red 
Dress Day is not a statutory 
holiday, it has gained increas-
ing recognition across the 
country. 
 
In some provinces, October 

(Continued from page 3) 4th is also recognized as a 
day to honor Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Wom-
en and Girls. Other com-
memorations include the 
February 14th Annual Wom-
en’s Memorial March, orga-
nized by women in the 
Downtown East Side neigh-
borhood in Vancouver. The 
first march was organized in 
1992 in response to the mur-

der of an Indigenous woman in 
the city and has been held an-
nually to honour the missing 
and murdered. It has expand-
ed to cities across Canada and 
the United States. 
 
Resources: 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
The Crime Report 
The Canadian Encyclopedia 

NACS’ New “DIGITAL EQUITY” Project 
 

Thanks to the National Urban Indian Family Coalition, NACS was awarded a grant to help promote 
DIGITAL EQUITY for Indigenous people. This program will include educational sessions, information 
about reduced cost services, and increased access to the internet and relevant technology. While 
NACS is working on developing this program and will make more announcements very soon, here is 
one resource that may be helpful, the “Affordable Connectivity Program.” 
 
The Affordable Connectivity Program is a Federal Communications Commission program 
that helps ensure that households can afford the broadband they need for work, school, 
healthcare and more. [Some of] the benefits provide: 
➢ Up to $30/month discount for internet service; 
➢ Up to $75/month discount for households on qualifying Tribal lands; and 
➢ A one-time discount of up to $100 for a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet purchased 

through a participating provider. 
 
A household is eligible if a member meets at least one of the criteria below: 

 Has an income that is at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines; 
 Participates in certain assistance programs, such as SNAP, Medicaid, Federal Public 

Housing Assistance, SSI, WIC, or Lifeline; 
 Participates in Tribal specific programs, such as Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assis-

tance, Tribal TANF, or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations;  
 Is approved to receive benefits under the free and reduced-priced school lunch program 

or the school breakfast program; 
 Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award year; or 
 Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating broadband provider’s existing low-income 

program. 
 
To enroll, please go to https://www.fcc.gov/acp to submit an application. 

 
Please watch for more announcements for more resources, programs and events!  For more infor-
mation about this benefit and/or the Digital Equity program, please contact Pete Hill, NACS’ Special 
Initiatives Director, at (716) 574-8981 or phill@nacswny.org. 

https://www.doi.gov/priorities/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-peoples
https://thecrimereport.org/2022/05/05/a-crisis-ignored-missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/red-dress-day
https://www.fcc.gov/acp
mailto:phill@nacswny.org
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T he Children's Bureau's Na-
tional Foster Care Month 

campaign recognizes the im-
portant role that members from 
all parts of child welfare play in 
supporting children, youth, and 
families. This year’s theme, 
“Strengthening Minds. Up-
lifting Families.” highlights 
the need to take a holistic and 
culturally responsive approach 
to supporting the mental health 
needs of those involved with 
child welfare. 
 
Key Facts and Statistics 
Statistics 
View these statistics to learn 
about the higher rates in which 
children and youth in foster 
care experience mental health 
challenges. They also present 
the systemic barriers that 
Black, Indigenous, and other 
children and youth of color as 
well as lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or ques-
tioning, intersex, asexual, and 
Two-Spirit (LGBTQIA2S+) 
populations face in receiving 
culturally appropriate mental 
health services and supports. 
 
 There are over 391,000 

children and youth in foster 
care. Mental and behavior-
al health is the largest un-
met health need for these 
children and teens. 

 Up to 80 percent of children 
in foster care have signifi-
cant mental health issues, 
compared with approxi-
mately 18 to 22 percent of 
the general population. 

 Native American/Alaskan 
Native people report expe-
riencing serious psycholog-
ical distress 2.5 times more 
often than the general pop-

ulation over a month’s 
time. (Native and Indige-
nous Communities and 
Mental Health) 

 LGBTQIA2S+ teens are 
six times more likely to 
experience symptoms of 
depression than non-
LGBTQIA2A+-identifying 
teens. (LGBTQ+ Commu-
nities and Mental Health) 

 In comparison with the 
general population, Afri-
can Americans are less 
likely to be offered evi-
dence-based medication 
therapy or psychothera-
py. (Mental Health Dis-
parities: African Ameri-
cans) 

 Nearly 90 percent of 
Latinx/Hispanic people 
over the age of 12 with a 
substance use disorder 
did not receive treatment. 
(Latinx/Hispanic Commu-
nities and Mental Health) 

 Language barriers con-
tribute to the difficulty in 
finding health care and 
other services. Overall, 
32.6 percent of Asian 
Americans do not speak 
English fluently. (Asian 
American / Pacific Is-
lander Communities and 
Mental Health) 

 Because of the complex 
traumas faced by children 
and youth in foster care, 
foster care alumni experi-
enced posttraumatic 
stress disorder at a rate 
nearly five times higher 
than the general adult 
population. 

 Youth in foster care are 
prescribed psychotropic 
medications at a much 
higher rate (ranging from 
13 to 52 percent) than 

youth in the general popu-
lation (4 percent). 

 
Key Facts 
Use these facts to learn how 
child welfare professionals can 
view mental health services 
with a lens that includes a con-
sideration of the culture, race, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
gender, and disability of the 
recipient and take a holistic 
and culturally responsive ap-
proach to supporting the men-
tal health needs of children 
and youth in foster care and 
their caregivers. 
 
 Investing in culturally ap-

propriate mental health 
supports that recognize an 
individual’s identity, culture, 
and lived experience may 
improve the effectiveness 
of services and supports 
and improve long-term out-
comes for children and 
youth. 

 To meaningfully address 
the mental health needs of 
children, youth, and young 
adults in foster care, re-
quires a holistic approach 
that focuses broadly on 
their well-being within the 
contexts of home, family, 
school, work, and commu-
nity. 

 Youth and young adults are 
experts on their own lives. 
Empowering youth to make 
informed decisions about 
the mental health treatment 
and services they receive, 
who they receive them 
from, and when can help 
young people connect with 
providers and improve out-
comes. 

(Continued on page 6) 

May is National Foster Care Month 
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/afcars-report-29.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/afcars-report-29.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/afcars-report-29.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/foster-care/mental-and-behavioral-health-needs-of-children-in-foster-care/
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/foster-care/mental-and-behavioral-health-needs-of-children-in-foster-care/
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://mhanational.org/issues/native-and-indigenous-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/native-and-indigenous-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/native-and-indigenous-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/lgbtq-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/lgbtq-communities-and-mental-health
https://www.psychiatry.org/File%20Library/Psychiatrists/Cultural-Competency/Mental-Health-Disparities/Mental-Health-Facts-for-African-Americans.pdf
https://www.psychiatry.org/File%20Library/Psychiatrists/Cultural-Competency/Mental-Health-Disparities/Mental-Health-Facts-for-African-Americans.pdf
https://www.psychiatry.org/File%20Library/Psychiatrists/Cultural-Competency/Mental-Health-Disparities/Mental-Health-Facts-for-African-Americans.pdf
https://mhanational.org/issues/latinxhispanic-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/latinxhispanic-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/asian-american-pacific-islander-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/asian-american-pacific-islander-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/asian-american-pacific-islander-communities-and-mental-health
https://mhanational.org/issues/asian-american-pacific-islander-communities-and-mental-health
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/mental-health-and-foster-care.aspx
https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Identity-and-Cultural-Dimensions
https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Identity-and-Cultural-Dimensions
https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Identity-and-Cultural-Dimensions
https://cwlibrary.childwelfare.gov/discovery/delivery/01CWIG_INST:01CWIG/1219064650007651
https://cwlibrary.childwelfare.gov/discovery/delivery/01CWIG_INST:01CWIG/1219064650007651
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/youth-engagement.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/youth-engagement.pdf
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 Maintaining relationships 
with relatives and kin can 
increase stability, reduce 
trauma, and help children 
maintain a sense of family, 
belonging, and identity. 

 Relational permanency is 
fundamental to the well-
being of children and youth 
in foster care. Stable, nur-
turing placements have 
positive impacts on children 
and youth’s resilience and 
long-term well-being. 

 Effective training and sup-
port for foster parents will 
improve retention, increase 
placement stability, and in-
crease capacity to help 
children and youth in care 
navigate life’s challenges. 

 
About 
Started in 1988, The U.S. gov-
ernment has issued annual 
proclamations in recognition of 
National Foster Care Month, 
celebrated in May, to show ap-
preciation and gratitude to fos-
ter parents across the nation. 
Foster care intends to provide 
a safe environment for children 
and youth who temporarily 
cannot live with their families. 
Foster care is a part of the 
constellation of services pro-
vided to children and families 
by the Children’s Bureau, Ad-
ministration for Children and 
Families, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
 
History of National Foster 
Care Month 
Around 1830, a large popula-
tion of homeless children 
emerged in big cities in the 
Northeast, including New York 
City. Some children were or-
phaned because of their par-
ents dying of epidemics like 
typhoid and the flu, others 
were neglected due to poverty. 

(Continued from page 5) At the time, three charitable 
institutions — The Children’s 
Aid Society, Children’s Vil-
lage, and the New York 
Foundling Hospital, devel-
oped a program that allocat-
ed these homeless children 
into new homes. 
 
The United States Children’s 
Bureau is a federal agency 
organized under the United 
States Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Admin-
istration for Children and 
Families. Today, the bu-
reau’s operations involve im-
proving child abuse preven-
tion, foster care, and adop-
tion. It was founded in 1912 
when President William How-
ard Taft turned the bill into 
law that would fund the gov-
ernment organization.  
 
During the height of its influ-
ence, the Bureau was di-
rected, managed, and staffed 
almost entirely by women — 
a rarity for any federal agen-
cy in the early 20th century. 
It was most influential in 
bringing the methods of re-
form-oriented social research 
and the ideas of maternalist 
reformers to bear on federal 
government policy. The sign-
ing of this law culminated in 
a grass-roots process that 
was started in 1903 by two 
early social reformers, Lillian 
Wald and Florence Kelly. 
The stated purpose of the 
new Bureau was to investi-
gate and report “upon all 
matters pertaining to the wel-
fare of children and child life 
among all classes of our 
people.” Along the way, their 
efforts picked up support 
from President Theodore 
Roosevelt, among other 
prominent supporters, before 
finally becoming a law nine 

years after they launched the 
initiative. The law also called 
for the Bureau to be headed by 
a chief, who would be a presi-
dential appointee, subject to 
Senate confirmation. The first 
chief of the Children’s Bureau 
was Julia Lathrop - she was 
the first woman ever to head a 
government agency in the 
United States. 
 
National Foster Care Month 
FAQs 
How much do foster carers get 
a month? 

The basic rates for standard 
maintenance range from 
$450 to $700 per month de-
pending on the age of the 
child. The annual clothing 
allowance is also age-
dependent and afforded to 
foster parents in the amount 
of $300 to $500 per year. 

Can you foster babies? 
Though it is possible to adopt 
a baby from foster care, the 
children who are available for 
adoption generally range 
from toddlers to the age of 
21. 

Why do foster parents quit? 
In the first year, almost half 
of foster parents quit foster-
ing due to poor communica-
tion with their caseworker, 
lack of support, insufficient 
understanding of the child’s 
needs, and lack of say in the 
child’s well-being. 

 
How to Observe National 
Foster Care Month 
1.  Spread the Word 

Help us educate people on 
the importance of the foster 
care system and how much 
good it does for our na-
tion’s youth. Get people to 
donate or to consider foster 
care if they have the 

(Continued on page 7) 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/Recommendations-Improving-Permanency-Well-Being.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/Recommendations-Improving-Permanency-Well-Being.pdf
https://fosteringchamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CHAMPS-Family-based-care-brief.pdf
https://fosteringchamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CHAMPS-Family-based-care-brief.pdf
https://fosteringchamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CHAMPS-Family-based-care-brief.pdf
https://fosteringchamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CHAMPS-Family-based-care-brief.pdf
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means. The more eyes it 
reaches, the bigger chance 
you have at making a dif-
ference. Use the hashtag 
#DareToCare 

2. Donate to a foster care 
fund 
There are a lot of places 
you can donate to, to get 
children and youth out of a 
potentially harmful situa-
tion. Search for your local 
foster care services and 
offer a donation today! 

3.  Wear Your Support 
Order official National Fos-
ter Care Month pins and 
ribbons from FosterClub. 
Some people also wear 
light blue shirts. 

 

(Continued from page 6) Why We Observe National 
Foster Care Month 
A.  Children are our future 

It may sound corny but 
it’s true. When we invest 
in our youth we invest in 
the future of civilization 
and we need to ensure 
we give them every op-
portunity possible. 

B.  Foster care does a Lot 
Foster care plays a criti-
cal role in providing 
young people who have 
had to be removed from 
their homes a critical 
place of refuge. It is an 
invaluable resource for 
keeping children safe in 
temporary circumstances 
and providing stability, 
direction, and comfort to 

our nation’s most vulnera-
ble sons and daughters. 

C.  Foster care saves lives 
The main reason foster 
care exists is to remove 
children from harmful situa-
tions and help get them into 
safer environments. This 
program has saved count-
less lives over the years 
through prevention, educa-
tion, and fostering to pro-
vide the best circumstanc-
es possible for our youth. 
 

See also: 10 tips for celebrat-
ing National Foster Care 
Month from a distance 
 
Resources: 
ChildWelfare.gov 
National Today 

A Message from the Foster Care Team 
 
Dear Prospective Foster Parents, 
 
Foster families play a vital role to the children who are in foster care. Native American Community Services 
(NACS) is actively recruiting families to give children the loving, safe, and stable home they need and de-
serve. We recruit families who can provide a safe and supportive environment for children. 
 
Children in need of foster homes range in age from infants through teenagers and come from all racial and eth-
nic groups. Some children have physical or educational needs, and many require special support to catch up 
both educationally and socially. Foster care is the temporary care in your home of a child or children who have 
been removed from their home due to abuse, neglect, or dependency. 
 
The goal for foster children is to reunite them with their parent/guardian. While children are in a foster home, 
the birth parent can focus on overcoming hardships. NACS Foster Care and foster parents will work with the 
children’s biological family to help achieve optimal health. 
 
There are over six hundred children in Erie County who need foster families. There is also a need for respite 
families. Respite families are homes where foster children can go for very short periods of time to give the fos-
ter family time to themselves. 
 
By welcoming a child into your home and showing them love and guidance, you are giving them a gift that 
will benefit the child for the rest of their life. While most children in foster care return to their parents or an-
other family member, your time with them will allow them to live in your heart forever. 
 
Native American Community Services has been helping families and servicing youth for 48 years. As a foster 
parent you will have complete access to our diverse staff and 24 hours on-call support. 
 
For more information and support contact our Foster Care Homefinder, Jennifer Frappa either by phone (716) 
574-8940 or email jfrappa@nacswny.org for more information. 

https://professionals.adoptuskids.org/10-tips-for-celebrating-national-foster-care-month-from-a-distance/
https://professionals.adoptuskids.org/10-tips-for-celebrating-national-foster-care-month-from-a-distance/
https://professionals.adoptuskids.org/10-tips-for-celebrating-national-foster-care-month-from-a-distance/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/#:~:text=The%20Children%27s%20Bureau%27s%20National%20Foster%20Care%20Month%20campaign,youth%2C%20and%20families.%20This%20year%E2%80%99s%20theme%2C%20%E2%80%9CStrengthening%20Minds.
https://nationaltoday.com/national-foster-care-month/
mailto:jfrappa@nacswny.org
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month 

Happy Sex Ed For All Month from the SOLE Program! 
submitted by Abby Crosby, SOLE Program 

 

M ay is Sex Ed for All Month! Here at the Stages of Life Empowerment Program of NACS, we be-
lieve that every person, especially young people, should have access to shame-free, medically 

accurate, and comprehensive sexual health education. Studies show that comprehensive sex edu-
cation reduces the rates of sexually transmitted infections, sexual risk-taking behaviors, and teen 
pregnancies

1
. Additionally, comprehensive sex education equips young people with the tools and 

skills to manage relationships of all kinds, make healthier decisions for themselves and partners, and 
use critical thinking to understand the wealth of information they are exposed to on a daily basis 
through the internet and social media. When we prepare youth with this information, we create 
adults who are prepared for whatever they might encounter in the sexual and romantic space. 
 

At the SOLE Program, we provide free access to evidence-based interventions, as well as a large 
number of workshops that cover topics from safer sexting to healthy relationships! To see what evi-
dence-based interventions and workshops we offer, as well as more information on other services 
available, check out our Program Offerings, attached on the following pages! 
1
 www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committee-opinion/articles/2016/11/comprehensive-sexuality-
education 

https://www.nimh.nih.gov
http://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committee-opinion/articles/2016/11/comprehensive-sexuality-education
http://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committee-opinion/articles/2016/11/comprehensive-sexuality-education
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Continued on Page 10 
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Continued from Page 9 
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NOW OPEN 
Please follow us on Instagram @nacs_clubhouse for updates on 

when we are open. 
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Continued on page 17 
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Job Posting 
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Job Posting - Erie County 



NACS News Page 20 

Job Posting - Erie & Niagara Counties 
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Job Posting - Erie County 



YES, I’D LIKE TO HELP NACS CONTINUE ITS TRADITION OF CARING!! 

 

Please accept my contribution of:              
 $5      $10      $25     $50      Name 
 $100  Other:    

              
I’d like to volunteer my time.  I can…     Address 
        
                  
          City / State / Zip Code 
        
                  
          Phone 
           Please add me to your mailing list! 
Please detach and return to: 
Native American Community Services of Erie & Niagara Counties, Inc. 
1005 Grant Street, Buffalo, New York 14207 

FUNDED BY: Erie County Department of Social Services; Erie County Youth Bureau; New York State Office of Children & 
Family Services; New York State Office of Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Services; NYS DOH/Family Health; Community 
Foundation for Greater Buffalo; Niagara County Department of Social Services, Niagara County Office of the Aging; US De-
partment of Labor; Administration for Native Americans (ANA); Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation; The Oishei Foundation, as 
well as businesses, foundations and caring individuals. 

P lease share this newsletter with family, friends and 
co-workers. If you know of anyone who would like 

to receive NACS News monthly by email, please have 
them send their first and last name and current email 
address to: 

gghosen@nacswny.org 
 

You can also look for our newsletter on our website: 
http://www.nacswny.org/news_and_events.html 

mailto:gghosen@nacswny.org
http://www.nacswny.org/news_and_events.html

